. The slides were allowed to dry and were then exposed in light-tight boxes at -20'C with desiccant. Exposure was for 1-4 weeks; times were based on rapidity ofgrain formation in light microscope autoradiographs (Gould et al., 1987b) .
Slides were developed with freshly prepared D-19b (Kopriwa, 1975) for 2.5 mm at 16'C and fixed for 2.5 mm in 25% sodium thiosulfate. These were visualized by fluorography after the plates were sprayed with En3Hance
(Dupont New England Nuclear; Boston, MA) and exposed to X-ray film for several days at -70'C. The silica gel containing the radioactive lipids was scraped into minivials and counted with 0.6 ml of methanol 
Results

Incorporation of Glycerol into Lipid
The percentage distribution ofradioactive glycerol among the phospholipids and neutral lipids formed during the 2-hr incubation period after injection is presented in Table 1 . Two thirds of the Ia- 
Retention ofLabeled Lipid
The retention of labeled lipids during pre-embedment steps was compared between nerves pre-treated with lead aspartate and the non-treated controls ( We have found that staining en bloc with lead aspartate (Kopriwa, 1984; Walton, 1979) greatly simplifies the preparation of electron microscopic autoradiographs for quantitative analysis. This modification ofour original procedure (Gould and Dawson, 1976) has been found to effectively retain glycerol-labeled lipids, including neutral lipids, during dehydration and embedment procedures.
GOULD, ARMSTRONG
The staining intensity is sufficient for clear identification of intracellular organdIes, and contamination by unwanted lead precipitate is substantially reduced as compared with pre-and/or postembedment-stained tissue sections. We also showed, with a separate analysis on adjacent pieces from the same nerve, that lead aspartate had no effect on the efficiency of grain development. Ofmajor importance is the present demonstration that the dis- 
